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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



In compliance with the duty to disclose information that is material to 
the patentability of the present invention, as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and § 1.97- 
1.98, copies of the documents listed on the attached form PTO-1449 are enclosed for 
consideration by the Examiner. 

The above application is a continuation-in-part of Serial Number 
09/384,351, filed on August 27, 1999. The references listed on the attached forms 
include all of the references previously before the USPTO in the 09/384,351 case, as 
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well as one recently contained in a written opinion supplied by the European Patent 
Office, a copy of which is also enclosed. In response to this additional reference, 
Applicants have amended independent claims 1, 9 and 16 such that the upper limit 
DBP value of the claimed carbon black is 45. 



Respectfully submitted by: 

Date Meredith E. Palmer 

Registration No. 47,839 

Bridgestone/Firestone Americas Holding, Inc. 
1200 Firestone Parkway 
Akron, OH 44317--0002 
Telephone: (330) 379-6543 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Authors, Title, Date, Pertinent Papers, etc.) 



Rubber Technology Handbook, Werner Hoffman, 1989, p. 475, published by Hanser/Gardner Publicationsjnc, 
6600 Clongh Pike, Cincinatti, OH 45244 



Graph of Surface Area versus Structure for Carbon Blacks listed in ASTM D-1765, presented by Degussa at the 
1995 ACS Meeting. 



Graph entitled "Response of Tread wear to NSA" presented by Continental to Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. on March 
15, 2000. 



Graph entitled "Effect of Carbon Black Surface Area on Abrasion and Hysteresis" presented by Degussa at the 1997 
ACS Meeting. " — 



Shore A Durometer Ranges, prepared by Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. 
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